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This ebook is a free bonus for signing up for my Dog Training Tips 
newsletter at www.training-dogs.com. If you would like other people to 
have a copy, you can tell them to go to the website and click on the signup 
link -- and they can get their own copy right away.  
 
 
Copyright © 2007 Hartworks, Inc. 
 
The legal stuff: Hartworks, Inc. and Rosana Hart shall have no responsibility or liability for whatever 

happens as a result of you or anyone else trying out the methods in this book. Dogs can be 

unpredictable. Use caution. Supervise children. 

 

http://www.training-dogs.com
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Welcome to Seven Steps To Clicker Training Success With Your 
Dog.  
 
Whether you are new to clicker training or already have experience with it, 
I hope that this ebook will help you take your training to new levels of 
success and enjoyment. I've found clicker training to be one of the most 
satisfying things I do with my dogs, and the main reason is that it is fast 
and easy.  
 
I've created this ebook  in order to share this satisfaction with you. The 
more we do with our dogs, the deeper the relationships can become. The 
better-trained dogs are not usually the ones that end up in animal shelters. 
 
As you read these seven steps to clicker training success, you may notice 
that much of what I say applies to dog training without clickers as well. 
That's because clicker training is quite similar other positive dog training 
methods. I like it better because clicking the clicker at the exact moment 
the dog does something allows for a precision of communication that 
makes training a lot easier and faster. 
 
My weekly newsletter continues the theme of clicker training, along with 
other positive methods of dog training. If you have dog training questions 
on any topic, I'd love to know what they are and to answer them in future 
newsletters. You can email me at newsletter@training-dogs.com or just 
use the easy contact form at: 
 www.training-dogs.com/dog-training-contact-us.html. 

http://www.training-dogs.com/dog-training-contact-us.html
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Introduction: What is Clicker Training, and Why Use It? 
 
Living happily and harmoniously with our dogs is the essential first goal of 
everything we might do with them, from taking them to dog shows or 
agility competitions to relaxing together in the evenings. Many forms of 
training have been devised over the centuries to get dogs to do what 
people want, and clicker training is one of the most recent of these 
methods.  
 
Karen Pryor used to train dolphins. Now she works with many species 
(would you believe cats?), and she has done more than anyone else to 
make dog clicker training the popular method that it is today. "Clicking is 
like making a bargain," she has said. It's a language that crosses the 
barriers between species. Clicker training is based on well-researched 
principles of how animals learn, and it puts the focus on what the dog is 
doing correctly. This introduction will explore these points. 
 
What did Karen Pryor mean when she said that clicking is like making a 
bargain? Once your dog understands that clicking is followed by a reward 
(a realization that comes very quickly to most animals), then you can play 
your own version of "Let's make a deal" with him. Perhaps you want the 
dog to sit more reliably. The dog sits, you click your clicker (described a 
little further on) and give a reward. Another time, the dog sits, another time 
you reward. Pretty soon you may have a dog (like mine) who is following 
you around, sitting at every opportunity, whether or not you have clicked! 
 
As this example shows, clickers  provide a language that dogs and 
humans can share. If you have ever spent time in a country where you 
spoke little or none of the language, you know how frustrating it can be. 
With the common language of the clicker, you can communicate to the 
dog more fully than ever before just what it is you want.  
 
Clicker training based on scientific principles of how humans, dogs, 
dolphins, and other species learn. The behaviors that you click and reward 
for are more likely to happen again. Without going into the science of 
operant conditioning here, I'll just say that many, many experiments have 
been done to explore how this works. For us, the good news is that it does 
work and that clicker training principles can enhance our relationship with 
our dogs and make our training faster and easier. 
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Part of the reason that clicker training is so effective is that it puts the 
attention on what the dog is doing correctly. If you are asking the dog to sit 
and he lies down, you don't click, you don't treat, and he realizes that what 
he's doing doesn't get him a reward.  You can move away or do 
something else that gives him another chance to do the sit and when he 
does, BINGO! With the reward, the dog's motivation to sit again -- whether 
right then or later -- is increased. 
 
So clicker training your dog consists of clicking a clicker at the moment he 
does what you want him to and giving him a reward. Once he understands 
what behavior you are working for, you can start adding the word or hand 
signal as well. There's a lot more to say about the specifics of clicker 
training, and that will be covered in the seven steps along with a final 
chapter on further clicker training resources. The purpose of this 
introductory section  was to give you an overview of just what clicker 
training is. 
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Step One: Set Yourself Up For Clicker Training Success 
 
Before you start clicker training, there are a few preparations that will 
make things go more smoothly. You need  a basic understanding of what 
clicker training is, a clicker, some treats, and something of a plan. 
 
A Basic Familiarity with Clicker Training 
 
If you aren't familiar with clicker training, review the Introduction, What is 
Clicker Training? While there is a lot more that can be said about the 
method and its fine points, you only need a sense of the basics to get 
started. Once you have tried a few sessions, it will all make more sense. 
When you are ready for more information, see the list at the end of this 
ebook for further resources, and my newsletter discusses clicker training 
too. But for now, by the time you've done the few things listed here, you 
should be ready for some sessions. 
 
Get One or More Clickers 
 
You can buy just one clicker to start with but if you want to keep clickers 
handy around your place as I discuss in Step Four, it’s better to get 
several clickers. If you are the only person in your household doing clicker 
training, then buying  between three and five clickers should be a good 
start. I do occasionally lose one, and I often give them away, so I like to 
buy a dozen or so at a time. They are sold widely online and at pet supply 
stores; there are links in the last chapter of this ebook to some online 
sources. 
 
While I like actual clickers a lot better than their possible substitutes, you 
can also try a ball-point pen with a clicking retractable point, a baby food 
jar lid, or anything else you can find that fits easily in your hand and makes 
a quick sound. The easier it is to use, the better. Dogs generally have very 
good hearing, so the sound can be soft. 
 
Have Some Treats Available. 
 
Dogs can be rewarded in a variety of ways when doing training. At the end 
of a session, a good romp can be fun. But most dogs lover food treats -- 
"Will work for food" is a very common attitude among dogs. (As a behavior 
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becomes more habitual to the dog, you'll be able to use  the clicker and 
treat less, as I discuss in Step Seven.) 
 
Will your dog work for a particular treat?  it depends on the dog and on 
how hungry he or she is at the time of the session, along with what  
distractions might be present. The smellier and more unusual treats may 
be needed at times, but one of my dogs would usually do anything for a 
small piece of carrot. 
 
If you are using a lot of treats during a day, do cut down on the amount of 
food given at meals. Sometimes a dog may actually eat most of its daily 
ration during training sessions! 
 
Most of the treats I use are about the size of a peanut. This means that if I 
buy, say, a container of dried liver treats, I will sit down and cut them all 
into smaller pieces. It's a bit tedious at the time but the treats will last for 
many, many training sessions. I like these treats especially because they 
are clean and I can keep them in my dog-training fanny pack, and my dog 
likes them because they are liver!  
 
I also use tiny pieces of hot dog, cut up very small --I get about 80 treats 
per hot dog. I prefer to use organic ones and keep the small bits in the 
freezer in small Zip-loc type bags. 
 
Here are some good treats: 
 
Individual pieces of dry dog food 
Individual pieces of dry cat food, if you happen to have cats 
Dried liver treats 
Small pieces of dog biscuit 
Popcorn 
Bits of cheese 
Bits of chicken or other meat 
Hot dogs cut into tiny pieces  
Small bits of carrot 
 
Have a Plan 
Some people like to make plans while others prefer to go with the flow. 
Whichever type you are, in your own way, make something of a plan for 
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what you want to do at first with your dog clicker training. Teach the sit? 
Work on a dozen different things in the next few weeks? Write down your 
starting goals. It's very helpful to do this at the top of a blank piece of 
paper which you can keep in a handy place and use to make notes on 
what happens in your training sessions. 
 
So -- with a basic knowledge of clicker training (and of course you may 
already know quite a bit more about it from other sources), with clickers 
and treats on hand, with a plan in mind and hopefully on paper, it's on to 
the actual process of doing some clicker training sessions. 
 
YOUR ACTIONS FOR STEP ONE: 
1. Get one or more clickers. 
2. Be sure you have some treats on hand, or get some. 
3. Write down some things you want to do with your dog in clicker training. 
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Step Two: Do Some Clicker Training Sessions 
 
For success with clicker training, you have to do it. That sounds like a no-
brainer, but learning any new skill involves going through a stage where 
you aren't sure of what you are doing. Taking action, no matter how 
uncertain or clumsy, is the most important thing you can do now.  
 
In Step Two, I'll make some comments about your dog, outline two actual 
sessions you can do at home, and talk about how you can convert your 
existing training procedures to clicker training.  Once you have done even 
one or two sessions, the later steps in this manual will make a lot more 
sense to you, because you will be building on experience instead of just 
book-learning!  
 
If you have more than one dog, just work with one at a time at first. If at all 
possible, have any other dogs somewhere else while you are learning. 
 
If you and your dog are new to clicker training, your dog won't understand 
that that the sound of the clicker means anything. Some dogs may be 
startled by the sound at first. That's why the first session I outline is for 
getting your dog used to the clicker.  
 
Be attentive to how your dog is responding. Whatever the age of your dog, 
he can learn about clickers. I trained a young Basenji puppy to sit in the 
first few days that we had her, with the clicker. I’m currently teaching my 
ten-year-old mixed-breed  some new tricks. Blind dogs can be clicker 
trained; people have trained deaf dogs by using a flashlight instead of the 
clicker. 
 
A Session for Getting Your Dog Used to the Clicker 
 
Do this at a time when your dog is likely to be interested in food treats -- 
not immediately after a meal. Do it in a place with few distractions, most 
likely inside in your home. You want a situation where you are not juggling 
a leash along with the clicker and the treats. Once you have the routine 
down without a leash, you can figure out how to include it as well. 
 
Have your clicker in one hand and have treats nearby but out of reach of 
the dog. They can be in a container on a table, in your pocket or fanny 
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pack, or whatever is convenient. Click the clicker. If your dog is sensitive 
to sounds, you can put your hand behind your back at first. Then give your 
dog a small treat. Click and treat, click and treat. Continue doing this for a 
while. Your dog will soon get the idea that clicks mean something good, 
whether in one session or in a few. 
 
A Session for Teaching Your Dog Something 
 
Your dog now has a little familiarity with clickers but he hasn't had a 
chance yet to learn that his actions lead to the click and the reward. You're 
heading in that direction with the first behavior you teach. In this example, 
I will use teaching a dog to sit but you can modify these steps to apply to 
other things.  
 
With things set up like in the previous session, take a treat in one hand 
and the clicker in the other. Put the food close enough to the dog that he 
notices it but not so close that he tries to take it from your hand. Move the 
food slowly up and back, so that if your dog is tracking it, he will move his 
head up and back to follow. Once he does this, click. Then give the treat. 
 
Wait till he has finished the treat (that's one reason why you want them to 
be small). Then do the same thing. Sometimes he won't do what you want. 
Then you just stay quiet and basically ignore whatever he is doing. Try 
again, moving the treat up and also back over the dog's head. Within a 
few minutes, you may be able to click for motions that are approaching the 
sit position, that is, you would delay the moment of clicking a little longer. 
Always follow with the treat just after the click. Pretty soon (whether in one 
session or a few) your dog will sit and then you can start clicking only 
when he sits. Be sure he actually has his rump on the floor when you get 
to that stage. You can then delay the click a second or longer so that he 
has to sit and briefly stay sitting before you click and give the reward. 
 
None of this involved telling him "Sit." You can add that once he has the 
behavior down, and you would say it before he sits and you click and treat. 
 
So that's the basics of a simple training session. Five to ten  minutes is a 
good length at first, or even less with very young puppies.  
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Converting Your Existing Training Methods 
 
Chances are you have already been doing training sessions with your 
dog. The key thing to modify a session for clicker training is this: Always 
use the clicker at the very moment the dog does the behavior you 
want. The sound of the clicker becomes a way of communicating, "That's 
IT! That's what I want!" 
 
 
YOUR ACTIONS FOR STEP TWO: 
1. Do some sessions and see what you learn. 
2. Keep on doing sessions. It will get easier with time. 
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Step Three: Time Your Clicks for the Exact Moment 
 
In any dog training, you want the communication with the dog to be clear. 
What is it that you want him to do? His response typically consists of him 
doing what you are training for, offering another behavior you have 
previously trained for, getting distracted, or being confused. 
 
What you want to do in your communication with him is to let him know 
when he does exactly what you want him to. This is where the clicker is so 
great. It's a sharp distinct sound and when you click at the exact moment 
that your dog's body contacts the ground if you are teaching the down, 
then the dog knows what you want. 
 
(Well, the dog knows what you want once he understands what the clicker 
means. See Step One if he hasn't got that yet.) 
 
So you need to learn how to click at the exact moment. For some people, 
it's easier than others. If you have good hand-eye coordination you are 
ahead of the rest of us. I don’t, so I have practiced without a dog to get 
better. Believe me, if I can do it, you certainly can!  
 
Practicing with another person 
 
I recommend practicing with a friend, partner, child, or anyone else you 
can ask. You need to do this and the television-watching described next 
WITHOUT your dog nearby, so put him out or in some other safe space 
for a while. If you work, maybe you could practice with a co-worker during 
your lunch hour.  
 
You and the other person first need to choose an activity that they  will do 
over and over. Having a hand resting on a table, picking it up in the air, 
and setting it back on the table would work fine. This is a nice one 
because the other person can lift their hand varying amounts and put the 
hand down in different places on the table. 
 
Your job is first to click at the exact moment that the hand comes back to 
the table. Practice this a while. You can make it harder by adding a 
pretend command to it, a word such as "table" or "hand." You say the 
word just before you click. 
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Next, try some other movements. You and the other person can take turns 
being the trainer and the dog. This can be a lot of fun. 
 
How watching TV can make you better at clicker training 
 
You can also practice using your clicker with a television and a remote.  I 
like to use the mute signal because it is almost instantaneous, and I tell 
the people in the ads "Quiet!" For starters, if there happens to be an ad 
that you are familiar with, then you can choose to click when certain things 
happen. Another time I like to practice is when watching tennis or other 
sports, where I can pretty much predict how people will move their bodies. 
 
Whatever television shows and ads you watch, I'm sure you can come up 
with some creative ways to practice hitting  the clicker right when you want 
to. Do be sure the dog isn't going to hear you, though. You want him to 
think of the clicker as something you do with him. 
 
What happens when you click at the wrong moment? 
 
Once you start clicking with your dog, inevitably you will sometimes make 
a mistake. You will be clicking to get your dog to stand and he will slide 
down into a sit just as you click. It happens. Just stay focused on your goal 
and carry on. Clicker training methods are forgiving enough, and our dogs 
are smart enough, that you will do just fine. 
 
YOUR ACTIONS FOR STEP THREE: 
1. Practice your clicker timing until you feel pretty confident that you are 
clicking at the right moment. 
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Step Four: Keep a clicker and treats handy. 
 
You want to keep your clicker and treats in the places that you might use 
them, to make it easier for you to just grab one for a short session. It's a 
good idea anyway to train a dog in a variety of places because that will 
help the dog generalize that what you are asking for is to be done in many 
places. Dogs tend to associate what they learn with the place where they 
learn it. 
 
Since clickers are typically used in connection with treats, you will also 
want to keep treats handy. Naturally you don't need to keep bits of cheese 
or hot dog outside of the refrigerator for any length of time. Individual 
pieces of dry dog food, dried liver bits, or small pieces of dog biscuit can 
be kept with the clicker, in the very smallest size of Ziploc-type plastic bag 
or in a tiny change purse or plastic film canister you might have. 
 
Some of the places you could keep clickers include: 
 

 In a pocket in jeans (ahem, before they go in the laundry!) 
 In a pocket in a jacket 
 In a small fanny pack, kept in a handy spot 
 In the bathroom 
 In the kitchen 
 In the bedroom, within reach of the bed 
 In a home office, within reach of where you sit at the computer 
 In a fenced yard, out of reach of the dog  

 
For the first three locations, just having the clicker and treats in a plastic 
bag is sufficient, or you can have the clicker loose and the treats only in 
the bag. For various locations in and out of the house, I like to use small 
decorative jars or containers which themselves have the clicker and the 
bagged treats in them. Anything kept outside needs to be in a rainproof, 
mouse-proof container, like a glass jar. 
 
Arguably you could do okay with just one clicker. Clickers do tend to 
migrate to pockets. More than once, I have been teaching a class (in 
something unrelated to dogs), put a hand absently-mindedly in my jacket 
pocket, and wrapped my fingers around a clicker! 
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Getting clickers and putting them, with treats where you might use them 
does make it more likely that you will do clicker training, but only if you find 
ways to include clicker training in your daily life. And how to do just that is 
the next step. 
 
YOUR ACTIONS FOR STEP FOUR: 
1. Decide where to keep clickers and treats. 
2. Put them there, in bags or jars or whatever you decide on. 
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Step Five: Use Clicker Training to Elicit Many Behaviors 
 
As you learn clicker training, you can train your dog to do a wide variety of 
behaviors. Once you and the dog have the general idea, the fun really 
begins. People don't always think of  dogs as craving intellectual 
stimulation, but many dogs certainly love to learn. 
 
In this step, I'll mention some things you can click for and give some tips 
on training for more than one thing.  Some of the many things that people 
have used the clicker to train their dogs for include: 
 
Come 
Sit 
Stay 
Stand 
Down 
Off 
Heel 
Other standard dog training commands 
Tricks 
Dog show performance 
Agility 
Receiving veterinary care  
Just living together nicely 
And more! 
 
For some examples, here are a couple of ways to reduce the stress of 
going to the veterinarian. Take your clicker and some treats with you when 
you take your dog in for an appointment. Do some clicker training in the 
waiting room, and then when it's time for the doctor, your dog will be 
paying attention to the possibility of more treats as well as to the 
veterinarian. If you happen to have a table at home that you don't mind 
your dog getting on, you could train him to jump up there and stand, or in 
the case of a smaller dog, to be placed there and stand. This would make 
the dog more at home on the examining table -- but it would also make the 
dog more inclined to get on that table of yours, which might not be okay 
with you! 
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When you start training  the second and later behaviors, be attentive to 
your dog. If you try a little of one command and little of another, you are 
likely to confuse him. Stay focused on something until you have some 
success with it and then if you want to start teaching something else, go 
ahead. 
 
Also, remember to always follow the click with the treat right away. Later 
on you can "fade" both the treats and the clickers, that is, use them less 
often, and I talk about that in Step Seven. 
 
I may write a more comprehensive clicker training ebook sometime -- it's 
on my long list of good intentions -- but there are already a lot of good 
resources for learning more about clicker training, from books to DVDs 
and videos, to trainers and classes. There are even huge Clicker Training 
Expos! See the last page of this manual for some references. Also, my 
website www.training-dogs.com has clicker training information and 
reviews. And of course, clicker training is one of the topics I cover 
regularly in my weekly Tuesday newsletter, Dog Training Tips. 
 
So you can now start having even more fun with your dog and deepening 
your relationship, by training for a variety of behaviors. You'll likely find 
that you become more interesting to your dog as a result of all this activity. 
Providing, of course, that you can find time to do it -- and that is the topic 
of Step Six. 
 
YOUR ACTIONS FOR STEP FIVE: 
1. Make a list of behaviors you want to create with your dog. 
2. Practice with one until you have some success with it, then go on to the 
second one in a different session. Keep going back to the practice more 
with the ones you have already had some success with, but don't get too 
scattered. 

http://www.training-dogs.com
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Step Six: Make Time for Clicker Training in Your Daily Life 
 
No matter how much you or I know about clicker training, if we don't make 
time for it in our daily lives, well, then it isn't happening, is it? The purpose 
of this step is to get you to think about your daily and weekly rhythms, and 
to choose some times when you can grab that clicker and play with your 
dog. Even though I'm suggesting that you think about both your daily and 
weekly schedules, I titled this step "Make Time for Clicker Training in Your 
Daily Life" for a good reason. If your goal is to do clicker sessions daily but 
you miss some days, you will still be doing it quite a bit each week. If your 
goal is to do weekly sessions and you miss some weeks, it is very hard to 
keep any momentum going. 
 
I should admit to a bias of mine here. I think that the time you spend 
planning your life pays huge dividends. I used to be a librarian, and once I 
was feeling totally overwhelmed because I was in charge of opening a 
new branch library and there was so much to do before the already-
scheduled opening day. In desperation, I plucked a time management 
book off the shelf. I thought it would be dry and dull, but as I worked with 
some of the ideas in it, my stress levels went way down and I got the 
important things done on time. That experience was so powerful that later 
I taught time management classes, both privately and at the corporate 
level.  
 
You didn't get this ebook to read my autobiography, I know. (You'll never 
know about that summer in Spain...) But this fits right in with clicker 
training your dog.  
 
All too often, we don't do things that we want to. Sometimes it's because 
we truly don't have the time. But frequently it's really that we lack the 
emotional energy to get started. If we are feeling discouraged because 
things aren't going great, it can be even harder. 
 
This applies to clicker training like anything else, but with clicker training 
there is a tremendous advantage: 
 

Because clicker sessions can be five minutes or even less, 
you can work them into your daily life. 
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I'm not saying that they have to be that brief, but they can be. So this 
means you can find ways to work them into your schedule. (Even if the 
only predictable thing in your life is the unpredictable, you can still find 
times! Bring your own style to this.) 
 
Here are some examples: 

 You stumble out of bed and brush your teeth. Your dog can 
practice a sit-stay or a down. 

 You take the dog out in the yard or for a walk first thing, or maybe 
you usually just let the dog out. One way or another, you might find 
a few minutes here. 

 You're making breakfast in the kitchen and doing a few clicks and 
treats while you wait for water to boil or food to cook. 

 You come home from work and ask your dog to sit before you pet 
him. 

 When you go for a walk with the dog, you bring along clickers and 
treats and do one or several mini-sessions during the walk. 

 In the evening, if you are watching TV, you clicker train during  
commercials. 

 
These are meant to give you ideas. None of them might be right for you. 
But what would work for you? 
 
YOUR ACTIONS FOR STEP SIX: 
1. Decide on three ways you can work clicker training into your life at 
present. 
2. Do them. 
3. Use my weekly Dog Training Tips newsletter, which comes out on 
Tuesday mornings, as a weekly reminder to yourself to think about how 
you are doing with your training -- even if you don't read that issue of the 
newsletter. (What! Am I telling you not to read my newsletter? No... but I'm 
a realist. Sometimes you may be too busy or focused on other things.) 



 
 
Seven Steps to Clicker Training Success with Your Dog 
                From www.training-dogs.com 
 
 

 
 20 

Step Seven: Move Beyond Relying on Clickers and Treats 
 
While you might use click-and-reward methods whenever you teach your 
dog something new, you will gradually be able to stop using the clicker 
and the food treat for any specific behavior once the dog knows it well. 
This takes patience and a sense of when to make the transition. 
 
The process of gradually diminishing the frequency with which you click 
and reward after the dog does something you have asked for is called 
fading. You shouldn't start it until the particular behavior is well ingrained 
in your dog. This may take quite a while, even months. And it can happen 
that something you taught recently is ready to be faded before something 
you've been teaching for a long time. 
 
Sometimes I've had a dog learn something completely in a surprisingly 
short time. Several years ago, I taught my LarryDog to touch my hand, but 
after a couple of sessions on this, I had to do some unexpected work 
away from home and I never got back to training for that behavior. I 
haven't rewarded him for it since then either. But it is still one of the things 
he does when I am clicking for something new and he is trying everything 
he can think of to see if that is what I will click for! 
 
Anyway, once your dog has developed a strong habit for something, let's 
say sitting, then when you are clicker training, you can begin clicking and 
treating maybe every other time that you ask him to sit and he does. Give 
him some praise for doing it on the times you don't click. Then move to 
roughly every third time, and then to once every half-dozen times and so 
on. Be attentive to whether the dog becomes any less willing to sit without 
the click and treat. If he's doing fine, just keep cutting back on the 
frequency with which you use the clicker. If he begins to lag, then go back 
to using the click and reward more. Though I have emphasized food treats 
in this manual, you can also use praise or petting as rewards, specially as 
you are weaning the dog away from the click-and-food stage. 
 
All this takes some time, and you likely will develop a sense of  when to 
use the clicker and when not to. Patience is always important in dog 
training -- I suppose I could have made it one of the steps to success! But 
actually it permeates everything. There's kind of a paradox here: I 
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advocate clicker training because it is faster, easier, and more fun for the 
dog than other methods but it's still true that patience is needed at times. 
 
YOUR ACTIONS FOR STEP SEVEN:  
1. Notice when your dog seems to really REALLY have learned one of the 
behaviors you have been teaching. 
2. Gradually fade the click and treat for that behavior. 
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Summary: The Seven Steps to Clicker Training Success 
 
1. Set yourself up for clicker training success. 
 
2. Do some clicker training sessions. 
 
3. Time your clicks for the exact moment. 
 
4. Keep a clicker and treats nearby. 
 
5. Use clicker training to elicit many behaviors. 
 
6. Make time for clicker training in your daily life. 
 
7. Move beyond relying on clickers and treats. 
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For More on Clicker Training 
 
I hope that you have gotten a good start with clicker training your dog or 
dogs from this manual. There are many good sources for clicker training 
information for further exploration. 
 
Just by being on my Dog Training Tips newsletter email list, you will be 
given further information. If you have unsubscribed since you downloaded 
this ebook, or if you never signed up, it’s easy to do so, from just about 
any page of training-dogs.com. 
 
There are pages on my website about clicker training. I'm not listing them 
here because I will be adding more. But just go to the search box on most 
pages of my site and type in the word clicker. Or use the menu. 
 
If you want to learn clicker training in a class setting or with some private 
lessons, there are several ways to find a trainer in your area. Keep an eye 
on the newspaper, ask at any veterinarian's office, and ask other people 
who have dogs. With local search improving on Google, Yahoo, and the 
other search engines, you may be able to find a list of dog trainers within a 
radius of however many miles you specify. You can also find trainers at 
the Association of Pet Dog Trainers. Members of this association agree to 
use primarily positive methods and they are located all over the world. 
 
Karen Pryor, who founded clicker training, has an excellent  website on 
Clicker Training, covering all aspects of the topic. Here you can find books 
and downloadable ebooks on dog clicker training, as well as  things for 
horses, cats, and other animals. You can even start your own personal 
clicker training blog here, at no cost! 
 
Here’s the link to her gear store, where you can buy clickers and other 
things. There’s a nice page of Clicker Starter Kits, with a book, a clicker, 
treats, and instructions.   
 
 
Her organization also puts on very good Clicker Training Expos. They take 
place various locations around the United States, varying from year to 
year. These sound like lots of fun and a tremendous way to learn! 
 

http://www.training-dogs.com
http://www.apdt.com/po/ts/default.aspx
http://www.training-dogs.com/links/ctsite7.html
http://www.training-dogs.com/links/ctsite7.html
http://www.training-dogs.com/links/ct7.html
http://www.training-dogs.com/links/ctkits7.html
http://www.training-dogs.com/links/expo7.html
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Melissa Alexander's Click for Joy is a great reference book. I like to read 
it at bedtime, as I won't stay up too late, but I always get some nuggets of 
information from just opening it and reading a bit. It won the Dog Writer's 
Association of America's Award for  Best Training & Behavior Book.  
Here’s a link for its page at Amazon.com: Click for Joy. 
 
I also like Peggy Tillman's Clicking with Your Dog: Step by Step in 
Pictures,  a clearly written basic book which  is at Dogwise:  Clicking with 
Your Dog. – the link takes you right to the book’s webpage. If you’re not 
familiar with  Dogwise, it  has far more dog books, DVDs, and videos than 
Amazon.com, along with clickers and other items. 
 
Here’s a link to the list of clicker training books and DVDs at Dogwise.  
 
And here’s a similar one to Amazon. 
 
Well, that’s enough!  

http://www.training-dogs.com/links/clickforjoyama.html
http://www.training-dogs.com/links/clickingwithyourdog.html
http://www.training-dogs.com/links/clickingwithyourdog.html
http://www.training-dogs.com/links/ctrainingatdogwise.html
http://www.training-dogs.com/links/ctrainingama.html

